NCRBC Adult Bible Class 7
Title:  Christ Is All You Need – 1 
Purpose: To convince the hearers that Christ is all they need for salvation.

Introduction

From our previous studies we have seen that your biggest problem is sin and that Christ is your only hope. Today we will consider that Christ is a complete Savior – He is all you need to be saved.

And this is clearly stated in 1Cor 1:30.

Context: Paul is dealing with the ultimate purpose or rationale behind God’s method of salvation. And that purpose is to leave man without any ground of self-boasting.

And in dealing with that issue, Paul pens down this great summary statement – READ vss 30-31. 

So here, Christ is described in 4 ways. He has become to those who are savingly joined to Him:       1) Wisdom from God 2) Righteousness 3) Sanctification 4) Redemption.

So clear here is that Christ is a complete Savior. He is all you need to be completely saved.

But let us look at each of these descriptions. And today we will just consider the first two.

Trans: Christ has been made to those who are savingly joined to Him…

I.
WISDOM FROM GOD

And why do we need this wisdom? Because even today, people still don’t have definite answers about the ultimate questions of life.  

People today have so much knowledge about a lot of things that we have been able to produce so many hi-tech gadgets and have made significant accomplishments.

However, as to the ultimate questions of life, the questions that really matter in life, people still do not have definite answers. Questions like, Why are we here? What is the purpose of my existence? What happens after death? How can I find rest for my soul? Why is there so much pain and sorrow in this world? What will happen to this world? Who is the true and living God? How can I be right with Him? 

However, Christ is wisdom from God. In Him, all of these vital questions are definitively and sufficiently answered.

Colossians 1:23 (READ) “ In whom (Christ) are hidden (or treasured up) all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” 

Hebrews  1:1-3a (READ) – Note that Christ is the final and completed revelation. And this is true both verbally and visibly. 


John 8:12 (READ) – If you follow Jesus in His Word, you will have the light of life.

Trans:
But secondly, Christ has been made to those who are savingly joined to Him not just wisdom from God, but also…

II.   RIGHTEOUSNESS 

 And why do we need this righteousness? God is perfectly holy and just. So if ever He will allow you to enter heaven, then you need a righteousness that can fully satisfy the claims of His laws and justice.

 But the question is; Can you ever produce that perfect righteousness that can fully satisfy the claims of God’s law and justice? Impossible!

For what does God’s law demand? 1st, God’s law demands PERFECT obedience and conformity. 

Jam 2:10-11 (READ) – Illustration: Civil laws – A man convict of a crime cannot plead not guilty because he has kept the other laws of the land.


And if you go over again the list of God’s 10 foundational laws, it is undeniable that you have broken one of those 10 if not all of the 10.

Moreover, God’s law also demands inward obedience, not just external actions.

Mt 5:21-22 (READ); Mt 5:27-28 (READ) – Even the inward thoughts, desires, intentions of the heart are to be regulated by God’s law. And even the heart violation of that law is worthy of the fiery hell.

Therefore, no matter how much you try, you can never perfectly satisfy the claims of God’s law and justice.

Thus the Bible tells us that the law will only condemn us, and that all our righteousness will not merit us the right to enter heaven. 

Rom 3:19-20 (READ) – God’s law, when properly used, can but silence our self-righteous mouths.

Isaiah 64:6 (READ) – And “filthy garments” literally “menstrual cloth”. Note: not “our wicked deeds” but  “righteous deeds”. Note: not “some of our righteous deeds” but “all”. 

However, in Christ, we have a perfect righteousness. A righteousness that can fully satisfy the claims of God’s law and justice. In His perfect life and atoning death, He has provided a perfect righteousness.

Jer 23:5-6 (READ) – The righteousness that we can never product, God has graciously provided in His Son.

Rom 5:18-19 (READ) 

Only this righteousness can give you the right to enter heaven. 

Example: Thief on the Cross. Luke 23:42-43 (READ) – The thief understood that Christ was indeed king, and that His death would not destroy but establish His kingdom. And when the thief was united to Christ in the bonds of faith, He was given freely a right to enter heaven.

So also if you are united to Christ in the bonds of faith, this righteousness of Christ will also be yours and you will be given freely a right to enter heaven.

Conclusion

So in Christ, we have wisdom from God, and righteousness. We will still consider the next two mention in 1Cor 1:30. But even with this two, we can already see that Christ is a complete Savior.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

What is lacking of what is called “knowledge” and “wisdom” today? Give an example.

Since Christ is wisdom from God, how can you avail of that wisdom? (Pray and Study His Word). Relevant text: Luk 24:45. 

Since Christ is the perfect righteousness of God, does this mean that we do not need to obey God’s law? And why? (We still have to, but not in order to merit heaven.)







